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Niigata opened to the world as an international port on November 19, 1869, during the first year of the Meiji
era. It was one of the five ports designated for international opening under the Ansei Five-Power Treaties.

During the Edo period (1603-1868) the Port of Niigata was vibrant with cargo ships that sailed the Japan Sea.
The city was a center where people and goods came together, and where culture thrived. Today, Niigata is the
largest Japan Sea port on the main island of Honshu, serving as a gateway to eastern Asia and an important
center of Japan Sea activity. In 2019—just nine years from now—Niigata will celebrate the 150th anniversary ‘ I
of our international opening. |
When ships leave port for destinations overseas, passengers and crew alike experience a sense of expectation I
and elation as they sail toward an open promise of new adventure. That feeling is the same today as it was in . I
the past. And just as the Shinano River flows into the great ocean and just as our forebears expectantly sailed |
for distant shores—so too Niigata today is heading toward an exciting new future in a globalized world.
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~ Looking Toward the 150th Anniversary of
~ International Opening of the Port of Niigata'
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